
 

The Institute of Geography of the Georg-August Universität Göttingen seeks to fill the position of an 

akademische Rätin/akademischen Rat auf Zeit (w/m/d, A 13 NBesO) 

(postdoc-level researcher with temporary civil servant status) 

from the 15th of April 2021 on, with a working time of 40 hours/week, initially for 3 years, with the 

possibility of a 3-year extension in accordance with § 31 NHG. You will be part of a creative and 

cooperative working group, including colleagues with various scientific backgrounds, offering many 

possibilities for collaboration. 

Your tasks 

You will develop your own research projects in the fields of biogeochemical silicon cycling in near-natural 

and agricultural systems, soil functioning, and/or sustainable use of soils. Based on your projects, you will 

build up your team of PhD, MSc and BSc students.  

You will join a research team that is running two measuring plots in a beech stand, equipped with state-

of-the-art measurement technology in April 2017 (slightly north-facing versus south-facing slope). 

Measured parameters include precipitation, stem flow, sap flow, soil moisture, matrix potential, soil 

temperature, and soil-solution element concentrations (https://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/603145.html). 

You will utilize the well-documented environmental conditions of these two plots for embedding your 

projects on biogeochemical silicon cycling and soil functioning therein. Your goal will be to habilitate 

within six years, based on your projects. 

Within the frame of your teaching obligation of 4 hours per week, you will teach students of the study 

programs BSc/MSc Geography, BSc Ecosystem Management and MSc IMSOGLO (International Master 

of Science in Soils and Global Change). 

Your profile 

• You hold a MSc and PhD in geography, geoecology or a related subject, with above-average grade.  

• You obtained your PhD 2 or less than 2 years ago, and you are working towards becoming a professor. 

• You have in-depth knowledge on soil chemistry, soil processes, and ecosystem element cycling. 

• You have extensive experience in advanced statistical data analysis, preferably in R. 

• You enjoy working with students. Ideally, you already have teaching experience. 

• You have a very good command of English and enjoy working in interdisciplinary teams. 

• You have published in international peer-reviewed journals. 

The further conditions of employment are described in § 31 par. 3 of the Higher Education Law of Lower 

Saxony in its current version as well as § 1 par. 2 of the Regulations on the Recruitment and Evaluation 

of “Akademische Rät*innen” in Temporary Civil Service. Details will be explained upon request. 

The position is intended to serve the qualification of young academics and offers the possibility of 

habilitation. The position is suitable for part-time employment.  

The University of Göttingen aims to increase the proportion of women in areas where they are 

underrepresented and therefore strongly encourages qualified women to apply. The university is a family-

friendly employer and supports the compatibility of research/work and family. The university aims at 

employing more disabled people. Thus, applications from disabled persons will be given preference in the 

case of equal qualifications. 

Applications with CV, certificates, publication list, information on teaching 

experience and teaching philosophy, and a one-page future research plan are 

requested as a single pdf file by 15th of February 2021 to:  

Prof. Dr. Daniela Sauer, E-Mail: daniela.sauer@geo.uni-goettingen.de. 

 

The submission of an application constitutes consent under data protection law for us to process your 

applicant data. For more information on the legal basis and data use, please refer to the information sheet 

on the General Data Protection Regulation (DSGVO): https://www.uni-goettingen.de/hinweisdsgvo 
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